
Year 
7

Understanding : Listening & Reading 

I can…
Production : Speaking & Writing

I can…

Em
e

rg
in

g

• understand single words
• identify cognates
• understand simple opinions
• answer simple multiple-choice style 

comprehension questions

• answer 1 or 2 questions using 1 word
answers

• translate words into English
• write an opinion
• Demonstrate phonics by repeating 

single words

D
ev

e
lo

p
in

g

• pick out single known words or 
cognates

• pick out opinions
• answer simple comprehension 

questions using one word
• understand present tense verbs in the 

‘I’ form

• answer more than 2 questions
• translate short sentences into English
• say and write an opinion and give a 

reason
• Demonstrate phonics knowledge by 

repeating short phrases

M
as

te
re

d

• work out the meaning of some 
unknown words using cognates and 
context

• pick opinions and reasons
• understand regular and high 

frequency irregular present verbs in 
the ‘I’ ‘you’, ‘he/she’ forms

• Refer to the near future in “I” form
• answer comprehension questions 

using full sentences

• answer a selection of questions 
• answer with a full sentence
• use quantifiers and adjectives, 

demonstrating accurate understanding 
of adjective agreement

• ask a question
• translate sentences and short 

paragraphs into English
• write a variety of opinions and give 

reasons using quantifiers
• write a paragraph
• spell most words correctly
• Demonstrate phonics knowledge by 

sounding out the pronunciation of 
unseen words

A
m

b
it

io
u

s

• pick out more details
• confidently work out the meaning of 

unknown words
• answer questions in French/Spanish
• understand regular and high 

frequency irregular verbs in all forms 
in present tense

• Refer to the near future in “I” and 
“he/she” forms

• Answer comprehension questions in 
full sentences and be able to explain 
why

• ask and answer a selection of 
questions and give reasons

• use adjectives and connectives
• translate sentences and paragraphs 

into English and Spanish/French
• spell difficult words correctly
• write a paragraph giving opinions and 

reasons with quantifiers, adjectives 
and connectives

• Demonstrate phonics knowledge by 
taking part in a short conversation 
containing a range of seen and unseen 
vocab

YEAR 7 FRENCH AND SPANISH MASTERY CRITERIA



Year 
8

Understanding : Listening & Reading 

I can…
Production : Speaking & Writing

I can…

Em
e

rg
in

g

• understand single words
• identify cognates
• understand simple opinions
• learn simple words and phrases
• answer simple multiple-choice style 

comprehension questions

• answer 1 or 2 questions with a word or 
short sentence

• answer a question with a simple 
opinion

• translate words into English and 
Spanish/French

• write an opinion
• Demonstrate phonics knowledge by 

repeating words accurately

D
ev

e
lo

p
in

g

• pick out single known words or 
cognates

• pick out opinions and reasons
• understand verbs in the ‘I’ form in 

present, past and near future tenses
• answer simple comprehension 

questions using one word

• answer several questions, at least 1 
with a simple opinion and a reason

• say and write short sentences
• translate short sentences into English 

and Spanish/French
• write an opinion and give a reason
• Demonstrate phonics knowledge by 

repeating simple phrases accurately

M
as

te
re

d

• work out the meaning of some 
unknown words using cognates and 
context

• pick out more difficult opinions and 
reasons when listening

• explain more difficult opinions and 
reasons when reading

• understand regular and high frequency 
irregular verbs in the ‘I’  ‘he/she’ forms 
in present, past and near future tenses

• answer comprehension questions 
using full sentences

• ask and answer a selection of 
questions with a full sentence

• give reasons for opinions with 
quantifiers and adjectives

• answer unplanned questions
• translate sentences into 

Spanish/French and paragraphs into 
English

• write a paragraph
• spell most words correctly
• Speak accurately using a range of 

previously seen vocab and sounding 
out new words

A
m

b
it

io
u

s

• pick out more details
• pick out and explain more difficult 

opinions and reasons when listening
• confidently work out the meaning of 

unknown words
• identify past, present and future tenses in 

all forms
• Use infinitive structures in  all forms
• answer questions in French/Spanish

• ask and answer a selection of questions with 
reasons

• use a range of adjectives and connectives
• have a conversation confidently and answer 

unexpected questions, demonstrating 
accurate phonics knowledge

• translate sentences and paragraphs into 
English and Spanish/French

• spell difficult words correctly
• write more than 1 paragraph giving opinions 

and reasons with quantifiers, adjectives, 
connectives and sequencers.

• write using a combination of present, past 
and future verb tenses

YEAR 8 FRENCH AND SPANISH MASTERY CRITERIA



Year 
9

Understanding : Listening & Reading 

I can…
Production : Speaking & Writing

I can…

Em
e

rg
in

g

• understand single words
• identify cognates
• understand simple opinions
• learn simple words and phrases
• answer simple multiple-choice style 

comprehension questions

• answer 1 or 2 questions with a word or 
short sentence

• answer a question with a simple opinion
• translate words into English and 

Spanish/French
• write an opinion
• Demonstrate phonics knowledge by 

repeating words accurately

D
ev

e
lo

p
in

g

• Pick out single known words or cognates
• Pick out opinions and reasons
• Answer simple comprehension questions 

using one word
• understand verbs in the ‘I’ form
• Work out the meaning of some unknown 

words using cognates and context
• Understand infinitive structures in the “I” 

form

• answer several questions, at least 1 with 
an opinion and a reason

• have a conversation answering with short 
sentences

• translate short sentences into English and 
Spanish/French

• write an opinion and give a reason
• Demonstrate phonics knowledge by 

repeating simple phrases accurately

M
as

te
re

d

• Decode unfamiliar vocab 
• Pick out more complex opinions and 

reasons
• Confidently work out the meaning of 

unknown words
• explain more complex opinions and 

reasons when reading
• understand regular and high frequency 

irregular verbs in all forms
• Understand infinitive structures in “I” and 

“he/she” form
• Answer comprehension questions using 

full sentences

• ask and answer a selection of questions 
with a full sentence

• give reasons for opinions with quantifiers 
and adjectives

• answer unplanned questions
• translate sentences into Spanish/French 

and paragraphs into English
• write a paragraph
• spell most words correctly
• Speak accurately using a range of 

previously seen vocab and sounding out 
new words

A
m

b
it

io
u

s

• Pick out more complex details
• Pick out and explain more complex 

opinions and reasons when listening
• Identify past, present and future tenses
• Reading and decode more challenging 

texts including texts with unfamiliar topics
• Understand infinitive structures in  all 

forms
• Answer questions in French/Spanish

• ask and answer a selection of questions 
with reasons 

• use adjectives and connectives
• translate sentences and paragraphs into 

English and Spanish/French
• spell difficult words correctly
• write more than one paragraph giving 

opinions and reasons with quantifiers, 
adjectives, connectives and sequencers

• use past, present and future tense verbs in 
one piece of writing, along with infinitive 
structures

• have a conversation confidently and 
answer unexpected questions, 
demonstrating accurate phonics 
knowledge

YEAR 9 FRENCH AND SPANISH MASTERY CRITERIA
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