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Why is the First World War significant? 

Contents
Tick off each section as you have completed it
❑ Week 1/2 – What are the causes of the First World War? Key 
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❑ Week 3/4 – What is a trench? (p2-4)

❑ Week 5/6 – What were the key weapons of the First World 
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Name:
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Be guided by your teacher/note deadlines in booklet

• Home learning is set EVERY 2 WEEKS – bring your completed booklet to 
class to be self/peer assessed and be used in feedback

• Term 1 knowledge organiser is included for revision every week  (challenge)



What are the causes of the First World War? Key terms (1) 

Task – refer to the term 1 knowledge organiser and consider your 
classwork
Complete the key word list below with definitions in full sentences
MILITARISM 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
ALLIANCES 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
IMPERIALISM
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
NATIONALISM 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
PATRIOTISM
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Challenge
Explain one example of how this was seen in the events leading up to 1914.
MILITARISM 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
ALLIANCES 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
IMPERIALISM
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



What is a trench? (2)

Task – refer to the term 1 knowledge organiser and consider your classwork
Sketch a side view of a trench – label the following: barbed wire, sandbags, 
duckboard, parapet, dugout, fire step, 

Example



What is a trench? (3)

Task – refer to the term 1 knowledge organiser and consider your classwork
Sketch a bird's eye view of a trench– label all the key features

Example



What is a trench? (4)

Challenge – using your knowledge of the trench system and learning 
from class, explain why WW1 fell into stalemate in 1914.

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________



What new weapons were used in World War One? (5)
Task – read information below and answer questions on the 
next page.
Before World War One, armies had often relied heavily on cavalry. At 
the start of World War One, many new and advanced weapons had 
been developed that would change warfare forever. Machine guns, 
grenades, gas, tanks and planes were used in World War One with 
devastating effects.

• Machine guns
These weapons could fire up to 600 bullets per minute. They were 
heavy and needed two people to operate them. Machine guns 
were responsible for tens of thousands of deaths as soldiers tried 
to cross no man’s land walking towards enemy trenches.

• Grenades
Grenades were produced in their millions in World War One. 
Soldiers would try to throw them into enemy trenches as they 
crossed no man’s land to cause explosions.

• Gas
Several types of gas were used as a weapon in World War One. 
Mustard gas caused severe blistering and burns. Four thousand 
British soldiers were killed by mustard gas. Chlorine gas had a 
pepper like smell and caused breathing difficulties. It was less 
deadly but caused over 150,000 casualties.

• Tanks
Tanks were used for the first time at the Battle of the Somme in 
France. They were slow, travelling at about five miles per hour, 
and quite unreliable. Many broke down or got stuck in the mud. 
However, they were good at providing soldiers with protection 
from machine gunfire, as they could walk behind the tanks as 
they crossed no man’s land. The tanks could also attack German 
defences, such as machine-gun posts.

• Planes
Planes were used for surveillance over enemy lines. They could 
provide valuable information to help Army leaders make 
decisions about where to attack enemy defences or 
where artillery fire should be directed. Planes would be used to 
shoot at targets on the ground, although they were not capable of 
carrying heavy bombs. Pilots were also involved in dogfights, 
trying to shoot each other down.



What new weapons were used in World War One? (6)
1) Why did the development of new weapons at the start of World War 

One change warfare so dramatically?

2) How did machine guns make crossing no man’s land extremely 
dangerous for soldiers?

3) Why did machine guns require two people to operate them?

4) What was the main purpose of grenades during attacks on enemy 
trenches?

5) How did mustard gas and chlorine gas differ in their effects on 
soldiers?



What new weapons were used in World War One? (7)
6) How did mustard gas and chlorine gas differ in their effects on 

soldiers?

7) Why were tanks helpful for soldiers crossing no man’s land, despite 
being slow and unreliable?

8) What problems did tanks face during battles such as the Somme?

9) How did planes help army leaders make decisions during World 
War One?

10) Why were planes not able to carry heavy bombs at this stage of the 
war?

11) What were dogfights, and why were they dangerous for pilots?
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